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New students get iPads for 
putting Nile first

Keep these in mind when 
coming to Nile University…

First three weeks at Nile: A 
first year’s tongue-in-cheek 

narrative

Nile welcomes new students 
in style

Charity begins at Nile: New 
student club launches charity 

program in Piwoyi Village

Leslie’s tips on how to survive 
first year of university

Welcome cocktail party 
for new and returning Law 

students

Nile’s Student Representative 
Council members
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N
ile News: You must 
be really excited to be 
among the students 
given an iPad, what are 
your thoughts on that?

Chinazom: I am happy to have 
received the iPad because it shows that 
this academic union is mutual. I want 
to be at Nile University, and they are 
happy to have me, hence the show of 
“acceptance” through the iPad gift. This 
act also serves as an encouragement to 
prospective students. When a school is 
not afraid to show that you are wanted, 
you can be rest assured that they’ll stop 
at nothing to give you the best quality 
education money can buy.

Nile News: Nile University gave 
you the iPad for picking us as your first 
choice. What informed this decision?

Chinazom: Well, I have always 
liked Nile; both secondary school and 
University. My brothers also graduated 
from here. So, you can see that my 
relationship with Nile University 
stretches a while back. I selected Nile 
as my first choice because of their 
teaching style. Lecturers here do not 
teach in abstracts. They explain things 
in such a way that students can relate 
them to real life situations; making 
these lectures easy to understand. They 
also carry students along by making 
their classes interactive; students are 
highly encouraged to participate in class 
by asking questions and/or making 
comments.

It’s not often you are presented with a gift for attending a school that you would have gone to 
regardless. Yet, that was exactly what happened, as Nile University gave a group of students 
iPads for selecting the institution as their first choice place of study (in their JAMB application 
forms). Nile News recently caught up with one of the students, Ohaneye Chinazom Ken (Law 

department), to chat about the experience. Here is what she had to say:

“FIRST CHOICE”

NILE PRESENTS
 NEW STUDENTS 

WITH IPADS

Nile News: We know school only 
just started and you are still settling in, 
but what do you make of Nile University 
so far?

Chinazom: Everything is going well 
so far. I have met some very interesting 
people and classes have been fun. 

Nile News: What are your 
expectations (socially, academically, 
etc.), in terms of what you hope to 
achieve in your time here at Nile? 

Chinazom: I hope to leave Nile 
University as an improved/better 
version of myself, and from what I 
have seen so far, the School has all the 
characteristics to help me achieve that. 
Academically, I hope to graduate as a 
first class Law student.

Nile News: Thank you for taking 
time out from your busy schedule to talk 
to us. Good luck with classes.

Chinazom: Thank you.
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FIRST THREE WEEKS 
AT NILE UNIVERSITY

Hi my name is ……………., here is 
where the freshmen (First years) 
of Nile University usually roll out a 
string of exotic and never before heard 
names in an attempt to impress. My 
first three weeks at Nile University 
have been nothing short of wildly inter-
esting; most of it spent mentally gawk-
ing at the beautiful infrastructure and 
the equally jaw dropping dramas and 
personas put on display. Also known 
as the freshman/freshers’ syndrome, 
this, my mildly intrigued reader, is the 
phenomenon where every freshman’s 
side is shown, the alter ego included; 
when the actors play their roles and 
the rest of us just sit back and enjoy 
the show.

It is majorly characterized by the 
parade of over the top accessories, 
dresses, and makeup, accompanied 
by a pitter patter of new shoes and 
shades that are supposed to draw 
profound admiration from fellow stu-
dents. This is the period when some 

of us are left at the mercy of overly 
powerful perfumes, stunned as to how 
anyone can have the time to do all that 
extra preparation before 8:30am, con-
sidering the strain of assignments 
and homework we are saddled with 
on a daily basis.

And to top it off, you get to class 
and are treated to the “over-eager 
geek special”—those students that 
go out of their way to prove just how 
smart they are; arguing with profes-
sors at every opportunity and asking 
15-minute questions, 15 seconds 
before the end of the class.  Yes, we 
know them because we all have that 
collective urge to cry when we see 
that raised arm.

Fortunately, I have a second year 
roommate (new best friend) which 
means less “High (Secondary) School-
ness” in our room; by which I mean 
taking an hour to choose what to wear 
to go out.

My roommate-- let’s call her Xa-

vier, after my trusty lucky ring—is 
very wise. She says the freshman 
syndrome is like a plague that comes 
every year and disappears after the 
grades are out. Now I can’t wait for 
the first semester exams and results 
to arrive.

Nevertheless, my first three 
weeks at Nile have brought me many 
wonderful experiences. Lectures have 
been great, and beyond what I expect-
ed in terms of standards, methods, 
and technique (who would’ve thought, 
considering you’ll rarely see me not 
complaining about how one profes-
sor or another is trying to kill me with 
schoolwork). I have found amazing 
friends regardless of year differences 
and age. Combine these with a se-
rene, absolutely gorgeous—in terms of 
physical beauty and conduciveness to 
learning—campus environment, and 
I’m left with the indisputable feeling 
that I can make Nile University home 
for the next couple of years. 

A tongue-in-cheek narrative of the first three weeks of University by a first year student 
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FRESHERS’

WEEK
2017

The Student Affairs department of Nile 
University of Nigeria, in collaboration 
with the institution’s Student 
Representative Council (SRC), organized 
a “Freshers’ Week” to welcome the 
new students into the University. The 
week-long event included several fun 
activities like hiking, FIFA tournament 
(on PlayStation 4), picnic, mini-concert, 
etc.

AJVVV ( Isa Jibril )
Thrills Audience

AJVVV ( Isa Jibril )
Thrills Audience

Mt. Dragon, Dawaki, 
Hike Playstation 4

FIFA Tournament

Mt. Dragon, Dawaki, 
Hike

Student Dancers 
wow Audience
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NEWLY FORMED
STUDENT CLUB
MAKES INSTANT
IMPACT

When a new student club 
is formed, it usually takes a 
while for it to get going. The 
“Touch Lives” club has bucked 
this trend. Despite being only 
a few weeks old the club has 
already launched a massive, 
life-changing, project…

The Nile Touch Lives club in partnership 
with the University (Nile University) 
launched the “Sweet School” charity 
program. The program, is aimed at, amongst 
other things, funding a bore-hole project, and 
sponsoring less-privileged children through 
primary school. Piwoyi village, Abuja, this 
year’s beneficiaries, had over 50 children 
from the village selected for sponsorship up 
to the Primary Six level (at the L.E.A Primary 
School, Piwoyi). In addition, the process 
of digging a new borehole in the village is 
already underway. 

The Sweet School project is in line with 
Touch Lives’ mission statement, “Our work 
is driven by a passionate belief that we all 
have a responsibility to help humanity and 
the environment. Human education and well-
being reflect the peace of the planet on which 
our future depends,” and highlights Nile 
University’s ‘do good’ spirit.  
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*In Hagrid’s voice* Firs’ years, firs’ 
years over here!

Ha! how time flies, just two years 
ago I was walking the corridors like 
a lost puppy, unable to find my class, 
the library, the bathroom, my life. Best 
believe this actually happened, ask 
around. 

Anyways, you know the saying, 
university days are some of the best 
years of your life. It’s true. It could 
also be some of the worst, depending 
on what you do with it, but the point 

is uni life is a whole experience. It is 
like an introduction to real life within 
four or five years; similar to a defense 
against the dark arts class, but with 
a competent teacher that gives you 
practical lessons so you can actually 
attempt to face a bunch of death eat-
ers in real life. Your first year is obvi-
ously the formative period; you know, 
where you make friends, get people to 
hate you – it all depends on you baby, 
it all depends on you. Oh, and get good 
grades (yeah, definitely that), so you 
would go through it (first year) with-

out getting confused and having an 
emotional or mental breakdown in 
the middle of the semester. Not that it 
happened to me. As if!

Nonetheless, as someone who 
has definitely experienced first year 
fulltime, I’ve come up with five helpful 
ways to survive that trying time and 
also guide you with the rest of your 
uni life.

1. Make friends and don’t be afraid 
to ask for help - It’s a no brainer, 
you need people in every area of 

LESLIE’S
LESSONS
FOR
FRESHERS
Going to the university for the first time can be a huge 
emotional rollercoaster of excitement, uncertainty, 
sadness, and pride, all packed into one. Thankfully, 
our third year Law student, Leslie Ozoaka has tapped 
into her wealth of experience to give the incoming 
students tips on how to make their first year of 
university a very enjoyable experience

university life, from finding your 
way around to doing actual school-
work/homework. Friends play a 
big part in surviving that first year 
with your sanity intact.

2. Make a budget (and stick to it) – 
Dude, we understand that you’re 
independent now and you might 
want to splurge here and there. 
Doing so, however, will leave you 
broke more often than not (stay 
woke people!). But if you learn to 
manage your finances well and 
actually stick to the budget plan 
you’ve made - which you should – 
you won’t end up penniless in the 
middle of the month. Set aside cer-
tain amounts for the necessities 
(food, transportation, rent if you’re 
in that line) and the rest can be 
your disposable income. 

3. Do your actual work – For some 
reason, people tend to believe 
that first year grades don’t count 
and I’m here to tell you that this 
is a false notion. First year grades 
count as much as every other 
year. In fact, it’s really what sets 
the foundation for whatever grade 
you’re hoping to graduate with. So, 
ditch some nights out, stop pro-
crastinating and do some actual 
school work.

4. Get involved with activities – 
Fresher’s week, clubs, societies, 
join as many as your mental ca-
pacity can handle. I honestly wish 
someone had told me this at the 
beginning of my first year, then 
maybe, I wouldn’t have been such 
a seemingly snobby loner. Get-
ting involved in campus activities 
means you get to meet people, 
socialize and make friends, which 
is part of what university life is 
about.

5. Sleep – Please, sleep. On time too. 
Life is going to be such a drag if 
you wake up on a Monday morn-
ing with a throbbing headache 
because you procrastinated that 
coursework until 3am. So, do your 
work on time, and get enough 
sleep.

If first year doesn’t go amazing for you 
after applying these tips, come back for 
a refund of your time spent reading this. 
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LAW STUDENTS RECEIVE

STYLISH WELCOME
As is the tradition of 

most Law faculties in Nige-

ria, The Law Students’ Soci-

ety (LSS) of the Nile Univer-

sity of Nigeria, organized a 

cocktail for its students. The 

event, aimed at welcoming 

new and returning students 

to a new academic year had 

lots of food and drinks on of-

fer; making for an enjoyable 

evening. 
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